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NEW LOCATION FOR MEETING:

MIDLAND COUNTY LIBRARY MEETING ROOM – UPSTAIRS- ELEVATOR AVALIBLE

301 W. MISSOURI

MIDLAND, TEXAS

Our next meeting will be:

MAY 1, 2010

2:00-4:00 PM

CELEBRATION OF WRITERS

JOIN US AND LEARN WHO WON OUR CONTEST

SHARE YOUR WRITING PROGRESS AND FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHERS

WORKING ON THE SAME DREAMS.

Read on and see what we have been doing.  Join us.

Notes from our February meeting.

James presented getting started tips for writers, based on Novelist’s Boot Camp, by Todd Stone.

I.   Mentally – 
James challenged us to commit to the discipline of daily writing in some format.  This could take the form of a certain number of words per day, or writing 100 days in a row (and starting the count over if you miss a day), etc.  

He also encouraged us to subdivide large goals into smaller “light houses” that would keep us motivated along the way.  He emphasized that it is important to move beyond the “what if” phase into the actual writing.

As one organizational idea, James suggested writing out scenes or other chapter segments on 3x5 note cards or sticky notes to outline from beginning to end.  This type of mobile format makes it easier for a writer to evaluate and reorganize the outline or edit the order in which scenes are presented.

II.  Characters – 
James suggested that we develop our characters (whether fictional characters or the descriptions of real people) early in the writing process and use that as a key part of creating the plot of the writing.

III. Research – 
Don’t spend too much time on researching instead of writing.  James gave us the example of the writers of the Star Trek: The Next Generation TV scripts.  Those writers would often leave a place-holder in the text on the first writing for technical language or other things that needed researching.  The details would be filled in later, after the plot was developed.

IV. Go Public with Your Goals – Finally, James encouraged us to make our writing goals public to our friends and others.  This is part of developing a support team who can help hold us accountable and encourage us to meet our goals and keep a positive, realistic mindset.  This support network should also include people who can provide good, honest writing critique.

Clyde Butter described his new book, which was published about 3 weeks ago, Outlandish, Audacious, OUTSTANDING, Outrageous Odessa.  This book took 2 years to write.  Clyde’s goal is to make his listeners and readers either laugh or cry with his stories.  He read to the WTW an excerpt from O,A,O,OO, entitled “Justice.”

Clyde’s earlier book, Theatre of the Mind, came out about two years ago.  This book talked about Clyde’s history and experiences in radio.  He read us a collection of accidental conversations and statements accidentally aired by presenters who didn’t realize their microphones were on.

All notes submitted by Shonda Folsom.

	Notes from March meeting:

Tom Parks presented Mosaic, a Summer Anthology of Good Reading, published by Marble Press of New York, this anthology is part of the Summer Arts Festival held by the Unitarian – Universalist Church of Midland.  The church is now accepting submissions for the 2010 anthology through April 15, 2010.  (This will be the third edition of the anthology.)  There are no limits as to subject, form, content, approach or length.  (You do not have to write on a religious subject or be a member of the church to submit.)  There were about 60 submissions last year, ranging from poetry, to non-fiction to short stories.  Authors came to a Celebration of the Arts at the Unitarian-Universalist Church of Midland, which will be either in May or June this year.  For more information, or to submit, contact Tom at tparks9@suddenlink.net or Tom Parks, 3508 Trinity Meadows Drive, Midland, TX 79707.  You can also call him on 697-6530.

Shonda Folsom presented the first two short story and poem anthologies published by Accentuate Writers (Michelle Devon’s publishing house).

 Presentation – Online Writing Resources Workshop:

Shonda and James assisted members with setting up blogs, Twitter, and Facebook accounts to promote their writing and network with other West Texas users and writing resources.




TMTW Spring Writers Retreat | Explore the Beauty of HAIKU POETRY‏

Conference
 
Alpine, Texas
 
April 9, 10, 11, 2010

Reba Cross Seals
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MEMBERS NEWS: 

  

Frank Carden's (Las Cruces NM) novel, The Prostitutes of Post Office Street, is a finalist for the Eric Hoffer award for the best book of '09. It is also a finalist for the Eric Hoffer Montaigne Medal which is awarded for the most thought-provoking book. The novel is about the red-light district of Galveston ('54) where downtrodden, but proud women work, and bent cops hangout.
PLEASE SEND ME YOURS NEWS TO SHARE WITH OUR MEMBERS AND READERS.   debbiepelham@hotmail.com or Debbie Pelham - 3412 W. Kansas – Midland, TX  79703


See my books at: http://www.JoanUptonHall.com/books.htm
Newsletter: http://www.joanuptonhall.com/pageturner.htm
    Where selling authors connect with readers

Demystifying Writers' Demons©
One by One -  by Joan Upton Hall

There/ their/ they're

o there (adverb) 
     “Wait for me there.” (at that place) OR  “I agree with you there.” (in that matter) 
     “There are three pictures.” (introductory word in inverted sentence)

o their OR  theirs (possessive pronoun for “something belonging to them.”)
     “These pictures are theirs.” OR  “These are their pictures.”

o they're  (contraction of “they are”)
     “They're going on a cruise.” OR  “Do you think they're dependable?”

Memory tips: (Look at each word within a word.)
     Things are either here or there. 
     The heirs inherit their wealth. 
     But if you can substitute “they are,” then you need an apostrophe for the letter that is left out.


Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmuHall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers' Tips. Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm. 

Demystifying Writers' Demons©
One by One by Joan Upton Hall


Clinch/ clench - tricky distinctions, but worth differentiating.

o Clench (used in a physical sense) means to tighten or set, is as with a fist or a jaw. 
     The only way the dancehall girl could tell her gambler boyfriend was nervous was his clenched jaw.
     The cowboy clenched his fists, ready to defend his claim that the gambler had cheated at cards.

o Clinch (used in non-physical matters) means to settle or decide, as in an argument, debate, or decision. (Note exceptions below.)
     Always logical, the bartender reviewed the gambler's actions, proved there was an extra ace in the deck, and clinched the debate that the gambler had indeed cheated.
     “Okay,” the no-nonsense sheriff said, “that clinches it. Get a rope.”

Exceptions: In boxing, “clinching” means holding the opponent, an action that will be stopped by the referee.
     In building trades or crafts, “clinching” means to fasten objects together as with a rivet. 


Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmuHall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers' Tips. Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm. 



