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LOCATION FOR MEETING:

MIDLAND COUNTY LIBRARY MEETING ROOM – UPSTAIRS- ELEVATOR AVALIBLE

301 W. MISSOURI

MIDLAND, TEXAS

Our next meeting will be:

APRIL 2, 2011

2:00-4:00 PM

SHARE YOUR WRITING PROGRESS AND FELLOWSHIP WITH OTHERS

WORKING ON THE SAME DREAMS.

   Get lots of writing done?  Please note our 2011 Writing contest flyer below.

Is anyone interested in holding a position on the West Texas Writer’s board?

Please take a few minuets to send in your dues for 2011.  I’ll even send you a membership card if you do.

Minuets of our March meeting prepared by:  Shonda Folsom:

Welcome and Announcements:
Debbie Pelham welcomed the members and guests and introduced guest speaker Tom Parks.

Guest Speaker – Tom Parks Midland Literary Anthology

Tom discussed a local anthology that is currently seeking submissions from Midland writers.  This local anthology will be published in August and authors of poetry, short stories, essays, excerpts, memoirs, and/or reminiscences that are selected will be invited to speak to an audience at the public presentation in mid-August

The deadline for submission is May 1.  In addition to the work (submitted in Word, within an e-mail, or by regular mail), authors are asked to submit a 4-5 sentence “about the author” short biography.

Writing Exercise

Debbie then led the group in a 5-minute writing exercise based on one of the murals in the library’s meeting room.  We shared our writings and discussed the differences in approach and the amount of progress we all made in such a short writing time.

Next Meeting

Our next meeting will be the first Saturday in April, April 2, 2011.
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For our annual anthology of literary works by Midland
writers, we welcome your manuscript. Deadline is May 1 (¢hink
Mayday!), and you may submit in any of the following ways:

Preferred: As a Word document attachment to an e-mafl
Welcome: A document typed directly on an e-mail
Acceptable: Typed document sent by regular mail

Also acceptable: Jandnsillen document sent by requlas mail

The book will be published in August, and those whose works are
selected by the judges will be invited to read and comment on their
works and respond to questions by the audience at 3 public presentation
in mid-Auqust. NOTE: include 3 4-5 sentence “About the Author” bio.

Il writgrs whosg works arg sglgeted for publication will reegive
iwo freg copigs of the book. idditional copigs will be available.

Please send us your writing today = we're eager to hear
from you and will acknowledge every manuscript received!

Send to:
e-mail: tparks9@suddenlink.net

Regular mail: Tom Parks
3508 Trinity Meadows Drive
Midland, TX 79707





SHORT-STORY CONTEST

CASH AWARDS TO THE TOP THREE ENTRIES

Entries postmarked February 1, 2011

 through April  28, 2011

No specific theme required, adults only, no erotica

Original work unpublished

1000 to 2500 words

One copy, typed, double-spaced, one side only – 8-l/2 x 11 white paper, 1” margins

Times Roman font, l2 point or Courier, 12 point

ON COVER PAGE ONLY - Author’s Name, complete address, telephone number, email address and WORD COUNT – Judge(s) will not know who entrants are.

Each page with header of title and page number

 Multiple entries accepted - $ 5.00 entry fee for each short-story payable to: West Texas Writers, P. O. Box 51083, Midland, TX 79710 –NOTE: three entries or more by same author include 2010 Membership to West Texas Writers.

Include SASE if you wish your entry to be returned to you. All other entries will be shredded.

Decisions of  judge(s) are final. Not responsible for late or lost entries.

WINNERS TO BE ANNOUNCED AT “CELEBRATION OF WRITERS” on

Saturday, June 4, 2011, at The Midland County Library, Midland, TX, 2-4 pm

For more details: Debbie Pelham @ 432-634-0139, debbiepelham@hotmail.com
                                        info@westtexaswriters.org OR www.westtexaswriters.org
Demystifying Writers’ Demons©
One at a Time -  by Joan Upton Hall
 
Quotation marks with commas & end marks
 
• With comma or period – Place these before quotation marks whether or not the words or phrases are part of the quote, as in:
     She misspelled the word “memoir.”
     He said, “She misspelled  the word ‘memoir.’ ”
     “Here,” he said, “is a copy of  Mindy’s Memoirs.”
 
• With question or exclamation marks – Do NOT enclose these in the closing quotation marks when a word is used as a word—only when it’s part of the quote—same for phrases and quotes within quotes, as in:
     I can’t believe she misspelled the word “memoir”!
     “Did you read her memoirs?” she asked.
     “Did she really say, ‘Play it again, Sam’?”
     He whispered, “Whatever you do, don’t yell, ‘Fire!’ ” (part of the quote here)
 
NOTICE: Single quotation marks for quotes within quotes. (American English convention; opposite for British English). Please notice how quotes within quotes are shown above.
 
 
Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at:jmuHall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers’ Tips. Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm.
 

News from the Poetry Society:

* Free Public Forum for Youth ages 12+ to be held on March 18th. March 19th
Banquet @ $35.00 each,
~~~
 
* To be part of a WONDERFUL POETRY GROUP - The Permian Basin Chapter, Poetry
Society of Texas (PBPS), join today! Only $15.00 calendar year. Mail to:
Treasurer, PBPS, 4513 ANETTA DRIVE, MIDLAND, TX 79703-6906, email
kopykat@grandecom.net, 432-697-4205
President: Yvonne Draughan-Wood, Vice President: Corey Wood (second place
winner of recent Midland College creative writing contest),
Treasurer: Kat Copeland, Program Chairman: Alexandra Derck
 
~~~
* SGT. FINLEY in Afghanistan would like creative writing excerpts. Please
email kopykat@grandecom.net and I'll forward to her.
~~~
 
* poets.org has a poem a day available--FREE -OR- a book of poems for "Poem
in Your Pocket" for SALE.
 
~~~
 
* On facebook: check out R&R Rimers & Riters for current events and to add
others!

Reading . . .




Writing . . . 






Critique
  This event is FREE.  

Questions? . . . call: Don (432) 230-6815 or email: db@bonspot.com



. . . an informal gathering of authors and aspiring authors to

·   exchange ideas,

·   learn about writing skills and methods,

·   help each other with our writing goals, 

·   cultivate inspiration and encouragement.
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Caron Harris

                                                            Author – Teacher – Writing Coach
  Saturday, March 26th
   9:30 – 11:30 am

Ector County Library

   321 W. 5th Street, Odessa

“Teachers Room”–3rd Floor
	
	

	
	

	
	


