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There will not be any SUMMER meetings.   Please watch for notice of our Fall meeting in August.    Have a great summer vacation and KEEP WRITING.

Results of our 2010 Short story Contest.:

FIRST PLACE

ROOMING WITH JOSE CUERVO

BY

MURRY EDWARDS

SECOND PLACE

TOYAH KID

BY

CLARK BRANNAN

THIRD PLACE 

MARSHALL JOHNSON: A TRUE STORY

BY

DARRELL WHITE

Alpine Writers group.   Please visit…. Great people.  Speakers, conferences, classes and more.

Website  www.TexasMountainTrailWriters.org
Panhandle Professional Writers – 2010 Conference

Key note speaker Joy Jordan Lake – From Inspiration to Publication

www.panhandlerowriters.org 

Conference Location

Amarillo College CUB

Friday June 25, 2010

Registration begins at

12:30 in the

CUB Commons

Saturday

June 26, 2010

8:30 am Continental

Breakfast

Sessions beginning at

9:00 and continuing

until 4:30 p.m.
     The 10th annual West Texas Book & Music Festival will be held in downtown Abilene on September 20-25, 2010.   We'll have brown bag programs with Texas authors at the Abilene Public Library Wednesday through Friday; and Pickin' in the Park live music in Minter Park every day at noon.   
      Tuesday evening at Abilene Public Library, local authors who have published in the past 12 months are honored during a reception.  Thursday night's Texas Cookbook Gala  fundraiser includes a gourmet dining experience with recipes drawn from some of the best new Texas cookbooks of the year paired with the best in Texas wines.  Mix and mingle with some of the finest chefs and vintners in the Lone Star State at the Abilene Country Club, with proceeds to benefit the Friends of the Abilene Public Library.   
      On Friday, featured and local authors visit Abilene schools to share their joy in writing with students of all ages.  All day Saturday the 25th, the Abilene Civic Center will bustle with author workshops and networking in the Hall of Texas Authors, where you can also meet the featured authors and purchase books and music of all kinds.  The A.C. Greene award will be presented at the Boots & Books luncheon,  our newest event is a Gospel Music Concert and the day draws to a close with the Gospel Hymnfest, where hundreds gather to sing the great old hymns we all know and love.  Most events are free.  For more information, contact Publicity Chair Janis Test at 325-676-6017 or look at http://www.abilenetx.com/apl/bookfest_general.html.  
 

Janis C. Test
Publicity Chair
Friends of Abilene Public Library
202 Cedar
Abilene, TX 79601
ph. 325-676-6017
fax 325-738-8082

Demystifying Writers’ Demons©

One at a Time -  by Joan Upton Hall

Commas with adjectives – when?

When two or more adjectives modify the same noun, separate with a comma. 


“When I heard of his ill-fortune, an ugly, vengeful delight struck me.” (The delight is both ugly and vengeful.)


“A kinder, more generous man than Mr. Kincaid I have never met.” (The man is both kind and generous, but the word “more” modifies “generous”–hence no comma there.)

When the adjectives don’t modify the noun in the same way, they don’t need a comma. 


“A famous rock star registered at our hotel.” (The star is a rock star and also famous, but he’s not “a famous and rock star.”)


“She wore a pale pink dress to the show.” (The word “pale” qualifies “pink” rather than the noun “dress.”) (See how the next example works in a similar way?)


“He chose a large geometric print tie.” (The tie is not large or geometric; the print is.)

 Memory Tip: If it makes sense to say “and” between the adjectives, use a comma.

Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmuHall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers’ Tips. Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm. 
 Joan Upton Hall - delving into the speculative, mystery, & historical
See my books at: http://www.JoanUptonHall.com/books.htm
Newsletter: http://www.joanuptonhall.com/pageturner.htm
    Where selling authors connect with readers

Demystifying Writers' Demons©
One at a Time -  by Joan Upton Hall

Days, Times of year, and Directions

Days and Times of year:
Months (and even days of the week) are capitalized, but seasons aren't, as in: “April and May usher in spring.” “Leaves changing  color in October signal fall.” 

Directions are not capitalized, unless they are part of a name or a recognized geographical region, as in:
     “We drove west to get to North Carolina.” “Having lived in the East all my life, different attitudes and manners in the West were new to me.”
     Also terms like: South Africa and the Middle East.


Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmuHall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers' Tips. Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm. 


The FIRE IN FICTION Workshop
taught by New York literary agent DONALD MAASS with optional MASTER CLASS in
ROMANCE taught by Maass and national bestselling author, Pamela Morsi
 
How do consistently powerful storytellers make their protagonists, plots and passion irresistible?
How do the worlds of their stories become places you hate to leave?
How do they compel you to read EVERY word?
 
Based on Donald Maass’s new book from Writers Digest Press,
The Fire in Fiction: Passion, Purpose and Techniques to Make Your Novel Great,
this practical writing workshop will demonstrate in detail how to:
 
• Create ordinary protagonists with extraordinary appeal.
• Make heroic protagonists profoundly human and involving.
• Craft villains more compelling than most heroes.
• Ensure that every scene is a scene that can’t be cut.
• Generate high-impact, unforgettable plot developments.
• Connect character to place.
• Make setting a character in the story.
• Conjure a milieu as real as the world around you.
• Develop a unique voice for this story.
• Ensure that even far-fetched plots are utterly plausible.
• Generate high tension in every line and transform low-tension traps into captivating moments.
• Infuse every story with high purpose, write with passion every day!
 
CROWNE PLAZA NORTH DALLAS
July 9-11, 2010 in Dallas, Texas
$399 for core course
$549 with master class
Includes lunches, workshop materials, and more.
 
$30 OFF FOR MEMBERS OF LOCAL WRITING ORGANIZATIONS
OR WITH MENTION OF THIS FLYER!
(When registering just add “-30” and the name of organization or the word “flyer.”
Auto-responder will reflect full price, but discount will be put through when charged.)
 
www.free-expressions.com
813-391-8980
 
OF FURTHER INTEREST: Free Expressions offers a complete range of editorial services for writers in any genre of fiction and creative nonfiction. We’re also bringing our acclaimed Breakout Novel Intensive weeklong workshop with Donald Maass to Charlotte, NC on September 13-19, 2010. See website for details!
 
 

	
	

	
	


MEMBERS NEWS: 

  

PLEASE SEND ME YOURS NEWS TO SHARE WITH OUR MEMBERS AND READERS.   debbiepelham@hotmail.com or Debbie Pelham - 3412 W. Kansas – Midland, TX  79703

    
