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There will not be any SUMMER meetings.   Our next meeting will be October 2, 2010.    Have a great summer vacation and KEEP WRITING.

What Happen at our May meeting?

Guest Speaker -- DeAnn Holcomb Introduced her First Novel, Family Secrets
Award-winning journalist and published author, DeAnn Daley Holcomb spoke to us about her history in television news (at KMID-TV Midland/Odessa), newspaper reporter (for the Lewisville Leader and Plano Star Courier), magazine writer (Women’s Enterprise, Business News, Frisco Style, and others) and associate editor (of the Health and Fitness Sports magazine).  Growing up, she took speech, and was always drawn to the latest news stories.  She did lots of journaling and writing, and was inspired by Dianne Sawyer and other reporters.  While working on a journalism degree, she was able to get an internship at a local television station by working nights.  That experience opened other doors for her in the Midland/Odessa area.

DeAnn started writing fiction after taking a novel writing class, which taught her especially the importance of creating an outline before writing a novel.  She also talked about the importance in her work of participating in local writing groups and the Writers League of Texas (out of Austin).  She feels that writing classes and workshops are worth the money and have helped her develop her descriptions and other writing skills.  She also appreciates entering writing contests – especially contests that provide comments and critiques on the entries.

January 2005, DeAnn changed courses from her initial murder mystery to begin writing a women’s fiction book.  After 20 years of writing stories for magazines and as a reporter, DeAnn pulled from those experiences and reshaped some of them into portions of her new book, Family Secrets.  She also did research about history from the 1950s forward to use in descriptions of her characters’ experiences and clothing.

After working as a television and print reporter, DeAnn was motivated by deadlines.  She wrote a chapter a week for the first 13 chapters.  After being diagnosed with breast cancer, DeAnn was side-tracked for a time.  She has been cancer-free for 5 years now and says the experience of fighting cancer made her more determined than ever.  She also discovered the importance of taking her outline and laptop with her everywhere, so that she was able to write during “found time” prior to her son’s baseball games and other times when she would otherwise have been waiting around.

Around May 2006, as Family Secrets was nearly finished, she started sending out book proposals.  Even with the discouragement of rejection letters, DeAnn was able to use those letters as motivation to reach out to more publishers.  After finishing the book, she started reading through it out loud as a key editing tool.  DeAnn heard from another Dallas reporter that Brown Books Publishing, a mainly non-fiction self-publisher, had helped her publish a book.  DeAnn presented her manuscript and synopsis to the publisher and had to wait 6 weeks to be accepted.  Even 2 years later, DeAnn still works with Brown Books.  She signed her contract with them on her 25th wedding anniversary.

It took nearly a year to edit Family Secrets.  Part of that process was to change DeAnn’s writing from AP Style to Chicago Style.  She had two editors during that time and worked especially well with one of them.  She recommended working closely with the publisher to get the best fit for your book.  A friend of a friend of the family was a perfect match for one of the book’s main characters and agreed to pose for the cover photo.  DeAnn’s husband took the photo and another family friend who is a graphic artist put together the cover a few months later.

Family Secrets was published in the fall of 2008.  DeAnn printed 1,000 copies, and at this point has sold around 600 copies herself.  After publication, she used her contacts in the local writing groups, the Writers’ League of Texas and other contacts.  She encouraged us to reach out to others when we get stuck.  She goes on book signings all over now.  Her first book signing was at a Kroger’s grocery store during a Southwest Festival.  On a whim, she took in her media kit and asked to be part of their event.  She sold 32 books that day.  Other book signings were not as encouraging, but she encouraged us to try both traditional and non-traditional gatherings (i.e., don’t just limit yourself to book store signings, look at grocery stores, art festivals, and other gatherings too).  Writers need to find their niche and what venues work best for them.

DeAnn’s son is getting ready to graduate high school in a month.  She’s still writing non-fiction stories, fiction stories, has picked up her mystery novel (Beyond the Shadows), and is planning other projects once her son starts college at Texas Tech.  She’s also making plans to promote her book outside of Texas though an agency or other professional in the next year or so.  She recommends doing lots of research before that point to find a good representative.  She’s also learning about online promotion and electronic books and looking into doing a second printing.  Her book is available at Amazon.com and will be available at Barnes&Noble.com.

For people interested in magazine writing, she recommends sending your resume to the publisher and asking what topics they would like to have covered.  

Alpine Writers group.   Please visit…. Great people.  Speakers, conferences, classes and more.

Website  www.TexasMountainTrailWriters.org
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	June Book Co-op Meeting
PRESS RELEASE 
June 7, 2010 
Contact: Paul Rhetts 505/344-9382, LPD Press/Rio Grande Books

THE POPE OF PEPPERS TO SPEAK AT THE JUNE 25 NEW MEXICO BOOK CO-OP MEETING ON ALTERNATIVE MARKETING

Dave DeWitt, The “Pope of Peppers” and author of over 35 books, will be the featured speaker at the June 25 New Mexico Book Co-op Lunch. Emily DeWitt-Cisneros will join him in the discussion on social media and alternative book marketing – YouTube, Facebook, Twitter, e-events, blogs, blasts, internet newsletters, and new technology. The lunch will be held at Golden Corral on Alameda and off Coors across from Lowe’s (3401 NM HWY 528). Lunch starts at 11:15am and the meeting begins at noon. Meeting is free, but attendees pay for their own lunches.

Dave DeWitt’s nerwest book “Founding Foodies: How Washington, Jefferson, and Franklin Revolutionized American Cuisine,” will be released this. DeWitt is the founder of the Fiery Foods Show. Emily DeWitt Cisneros manages the Fiery Foods Show and manages the use of social media for the annual show, which is the largest show in the country featuring hot and spicy foods.

For information or reservations email info@nmsantos.com or call 505/344-9382. 
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    Demystifying Writers' Demons©
One at a Time -  by Joan Upton Hall

Irregular verb confusion

Getting a grip on irregular verbs can challenge any of us at times. The English language would be easier to manage if all its verbs were regular-that is, if each present tense simply added-d, -ed, or -t to make it past and past participle such as these regular forms: 
     print    printed   (have) printed
     jump    jumped   (have)jumped

Unfortunately, the irregulars form their past and past participle forms in various ways:
     swim      swam      (have) swum
     drive       drove      (have) driven
     fling        flung      (have) flung
     bend        bent        (have bent)
     forbid      forbade  (have forbidden)  (past pronounced with either short or long a)
     seek         sought    (have sought)

o The verb “bid” shows up erroneously fairly often. Consider different meanings:
     bid (used in salutation or meaning “to order”): bid       bade or bid       bidden
     “The king has bidden the people to pay a new tax.” 
     “After dinner, he bade her farewell.”  (past pronounced with a short or long a)
     bid (also used in card games and auctions) 

o Other frequently misused irregular verbs:
          beget       begot        begotten
          behold     beheld      beheld
          kneel        knelt        knelt
          forecast    forecast   forecast
          slink         slunk       slunk  (meaning to creep or sneak)
          rend          rent          rent  (meaning to tear apart)


