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There will not be any SUMMER meetings.   Our next meeting will be October 2, 2010.    Have a great summer vacation and KEEP WRITING.

FROM ONE OF OUR MEMBERS:
Gusher

Realize

That the unstopped oil discharge

Into the Gulf of Mexico is horrible.

Realize

That the environmental devastation

Is directly tied to our unnecessary trips

Back to the grocery store.

Realize

Which event we can control,

And then do it everyday.

A tragedy then turns into a blessing

As long as our memory lasts

Which is directly proportion 

To our distance from the gulf coast. 

Born 5/27/10 in journal, H06/26/10

Jim Wilson DVM

Alpine Writers group.   Please visit…. Great people.  Speakers, conferences, classes and more.

Website  www.TexasMountainTrailWriters.org
Joan Upton Hall - delving into the speculative, mystery, & historical
See my books at: http://www.JoanUptonHall.com/books.htm
Newsletter: http://www.joanuptonhall.com/pageturner.htm
    Where selling authors connect with readers

Demystifying Writers' Demons©
One at a Time -  by Joan Upton Hall

Skunked - Questionable words still evolving

Questions regarding certain words come about while terminology is in transition. Bryan Garner calls these words “skunked terms” because whatever you choose may raise the hackles of either Reader A (hide-bound to traditional usage) or Reader B (okay with new usage).
Give it 10 to 100 years to settle into agreed usage. In the meantime, avoid terms that make either Reader A or B hold her nose unless you're prepared to defend your case. Following are two examples:
1. “Scientific data (show, shows) an increase…” Technically plural, “data” is more and more commonly being considered a mass noun requiring a singular verb form. Whichever form you use may bring on sneers unless it's in a character's dialogue. Suggested revision: “Scientific research shows…” because “research” isn't a skunked term.
2. “The virus totally (decimated, obliterated) the population.” Since the word “decimated” historically meant killing one [hostage] out of every ten), the word “totally” would make no sense. Current usage has come to mean “destroying a large part,” so your readers may be confused as to which definition you mean. Either leave out “totally” and say “ten percent of the population” or choose an unskunked term like “wiped out” or “obliterated.”

o Other skunked terms are: hopefully, enormity, fulsome, and transpire, so be careful how you use them-or wait until the next 100 or so years before you use them at all.

Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmuHall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers' Tips. Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm. 



The following letter and story are from one of our long distant dedicated members.

He has sent a large folder of stories I hope to share with you all someday.

Please note the information in this story is now included in the INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S AIR & SPACE MUSEUM.   As of March 15, 2010.

Please read and enjoy.   I am sure he would love to hear from you.  

I do send him a newsletter every time one goes out.

Thank you Leon.



Leon Thompson 

Handicapped WWII Veteran 1211 East Chicago street 

Kent, Washington 98030-6262​July 24-2010 

Hello Editor Debbie Pelham, 

'Could you do me an "extremely important -favor? I have, enclosed a TRUE STORY about AMELIA EARHART from my own experience as a child in Wink, Texas as to HOW I MET AMELIA EARHART, and also how I knew how she 

and Noonan her Navigator come to a real known FATE. I wish there was a way to include it in the next bulletin. 

Odd as it was, I learned of her death from an old 'Japanese Military cook who 'was actually cleaning cooking ware and he actually saw the Japanese soldiers cut their heads off and they buried both in unmarked graves in the jungle on "SAIPAN ISLAND!! ,after they had been convicted by Japanese military court for "Spying" even tho we~ were not at war when they did it. 

The crime was spying on Japanese to see if there had been a military build-up in preparation for war secretly ••• 

I was a Medic at the Japanese' War Crime Trials or, I would not have met the Japanese Military cook, because it was NOT PART OF JAPANESE CRIME WAR •. 

At this time, I'm pushing 83 years of age & homebound without an income to help me as I now live on a DAV disability pension and extremely limited. I have not heard from the West Texas Writers for some time so I hope you can use this in our next bulletin. Please? 
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Thank you & God bless you, 

“AMELIA EARHART’S DEATH”

For some odd reason, the final flight of Amelia Earhart 

and her Navigator Frederick Noonan has never been told that it is 

still in
 question; however there seems to be unknown reasons for it 

having evidently revealed. 

It was around 1934 that I personally met Amelia Earhart 

at the Wink Texas Airport during  an extremely bad sandstorm when she was forced to land due to need of petroleum as she was running

low and I met her when she came in the radio control shack. 

I was no more than about seven years old and she was said to be at 

least four hundred miles off-course. 

It was in 1947 when I was no more than 19 years old as a Air Force Medic on the Island of Guam when I had to stay in the former 

P.O.W. Compound due to there still being seven Japanese snipers still on the island loose ... [image: image1.wmf][image: image3.jpg]Page -2,




In the old compound were trash left behind by unknowns that has a mention, not a report, on Earhart yet most torn away: however, I was shipped on to Tokyo to the 237th Medical Dispensary Group that while working midnights shift at the New Kaijo emergency office that I was accidentally talking with a Japanese cook, that I had known the late Amelia Earhart but when he learned I had known her, then he began to talk about her death as he said that her capture was in an island 

 around Siapan before the war and she and her navigator did land on the island, but Japanese military said she was on a "Spy Mission" 

to check up to see if there was a military build up in preparation of 

War by the Japanese. The Japanese military condemned and convicted 

 them of “Spying" on Japanese Forces; therefore they were taken to the 

island jungle where their heads were cut off and they were placed 

in two unmarked graves where others had also been buried unmarked. Their airplane was placed in a hanger on the island under guard until 

war was declared and with the approach of American Forces, they burned the hanger and airplane in it so no one would know it was there. 

I do not know what became of the Japanese cook, for he soon left his job as he had cooked for Japanese on Siapan or he would not have known about it himself for it was kept secret and no interest shown. 

I will always believe him because he was surprised that I met Amelia years earlier at the Wink Texas airport, and I will always remember 

his talking with me about it in person in 1947 in Tokyo, yet odd as it seems, no one appears to know about it ,but I'm sure that he was honest in what he told me in person. Why has no one Known?
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