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LOCATION FOR MEETING:

MIDLAND COUNTY LIBRARY MEETING ROOM – UPSTAIRS- ELEVATOR AVALIBLE

301 W. MISSOURI

MIDLAND, TEXAS

Our next meeting will be:

August 6, 2011

PROGRAM TO BE ANNOUNCED.

WINNERS OF OUR 2011 

SHORT STORY WRITING CONTEST

FIRST PLACE:   “SECRETS FROM THE CREEK” BY LIZ HOYT EBERKE

SECOND PLACE: “IWO” BY FRANK CARDEN

THIRD PLACE:  “THE SECOND CHRISTMAS” BY SALLY CLARK
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We would like to welcome our new members:

Don Bonifay

Joyce Shaughnessy

Berry Simpson

Clark Brannan

Brandon McMorries

Susan Marks

WE NEED YOU!  WE NEED YOUR HELP!

HERE IS HOW:

Contribute to the newsletter

Suggest or line up speaker(s)

Suggest or lead meeting topic

Any and all suggestions are most welcome.

Debbie Pelham 432-634-0139  debbiepelham@hotmail.com 
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Demystifying Writers’ Demons©
One at a Time - by Joan Upton Hall
 
Quit/ quite/ quiet
 
• quit (verb) (to discontinue something)
   “Will you please quit tapping?” (stop)
   “I quit!” (resign; desist)
Memory tip: “Quit” rhymes and ends with “it,” as in, “Please quit it.”
 
• quite (adverb) (extremely; very; certainly)
         “I am quite exhausted.” 
         “That’s quite true.”
Memory tip: Quite rhymes with bite, and the two words end the same, as in,
   “A dog bite gives quite a fright.”
 
• quiet (adjective) (silent or near silent)
   “Will you please be quiet?”
         “She’s a quiet, well behaved child.”
Memory Tip: “Think of the not-so-quiet growling of a stomach on a diet.”
 
 
Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmuHall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers’ Tips. Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm. 
 

Demystifying Writers’ Demons©
One at a Time -  by Joan Upton Hall
 
Flashbacks (effective use)
 

Whether you’re relaying a fiction or nonfiction event, readers can follow most easily if you write the happenings in natural, chronological order. If, however, you want to use a flashback, consider the risks of confusing “real” and “recalled” time for the reader and blocking the forward momentum of your story. The following tips may help:

 
• Keep the flashback entry and exit clear and short (operative word: “flash”).
• Avoid trite entry phrases like, “I remembered when…”
• Trigger the flashback by what someone says or a certain object or sense. Mention the same trigger to bring reader back to “real” time. Sensory appeals make especially good triggers because readers relate to these details on both intellectual and gut levels.
• Time the flashback appropriately. Don’t interrupt an action scene with a flashback. If reader needed this information before the action, think of a way to impart it before the action starts.
• Give readers only what they need right now, and don’t over-explain. Think like a screenwriter.
 
 
Do demons bedevil your writing? Similar, confusing words? Grammar, punctuation, or capitalization rules? “The Demystifier” will clear up the mystery (primary reference unless otherwise noted: Garner, Bryan A. Dictionary of Modern American Usage. N.Y.: Oxford University Press). Address questions and comments to freelance editor, Joan Upton Hall at: jmuHall@aol.com. More problems like the one above are demystified in the booklet, 50 Writers’ Tips. Find a few of them at http://www.joanuptonhall.com/books.htm. 
	
	

	
	


